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Word: 
Key points from Keys to the Kingdom – The Inclusive Kingdom
The place that Jesus goes to in this passage is identified as the region of Tyre. Today it’s located in Lebanon… Tyre was known as being a place of evil and paganism. Jesus is deliberately going to a Gentile area. Jesus earthly ministry was however more specifically focussed on the Jews, who as God’s chosen people beared a responsibility to take the message of Jesus to the gentiles. Jesus wants to rest and get away from the crowd for a while. He doesn’t want anyone to know he is there. The woman though sees him and this strange verbal and spiritual exchange takes place. Jesus response to the woman’s request appears short and a little more than dismissive. I think that Jesus is clearly focussing on his primary task or mission to the Jews – hence his comment in verse 27. The children of Israel must have the bread first. He is not though saying that the dogs or gentiles cannot have any bread. It seems whether Jesus likes it or not, people know he is there! His response to the Syrophoenecian woman is to heal her daughter. It is radical that Jesus has promised to a gentile, that what was intended for the Jews is also intended for them. In doing this Jesus clearly demonstrates that the Kingdom does and will include all people – Jew and gentile.  This moment is like a signpost to the future membership of the kingdom. Infact this miraculous act of Jesus pretty much unlocks the door to the Kingdom for the Gentiles and the King of the Jews has become the Saviour of the world!

The healing of the deaf and mute man. There’s always something in the press about a leaked memo…sometimes they are deliberately leaked and other times not. This healing is one memo that Jesus did not want leaked! It takes place in Decopolis – a gentile area...  Wherever Jesus is physically present so is the Kingdom and Jesus chooses to miraculously heal the man giving him freedom of speech. In the eye of the religions leaders' and their interpretation of the law, people had such afflictions because they were sinners... and the sin was so grave it could not be forgiven. But Jesus whole heartedly touches him… and has the power to cure the incurable and restore them... a sign of the kingdom that no-one will be left outside... the unforgiven are forgiven, the broken-hearted are restored.

Jesus demonstrated that the Kingdom is for everyone…The kingdom of God has a big inclusion policy!  Some times the church has been a cozy clique or a Holy huddle…locking its doors with keys instead of using the keys to open them to others. God’s Kingdom is about BEING - being inclusive; it’s about a state of heart and mind which begins with seeing others through god’s eyes and results therefore in those others feeling included. It’s about being open and transparent. It’s about meeting others where they’re at.  It’s about being loving.” Love the Lord God with all your heart soul and mind and love your neighbour as yourself”


Witness:
 Questions to discuss
1/ How do you feel about Jesus conversation with the Syrophoenecian woman?

2/ Why do you think Jesus wanted to keep the healing of the man a secret?

3/ Jesus knew His primary task was a mission to the Jews, what is yours/the churches?

4/ Discuss the qualities of a kingdom which includes everyone. Why not write a church inclusion policy! (Please send a copy!)

5/ In what ways do we exclude people? Who could you include in the Kingdom? Pray about this…
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  Keys to the Kingdom – the Kingdom includes everyone


Mark Chapter 7 verse 24 to the end














