St Paul’s Dorking Small Groups — Sunday 14" Feb 2010
Christ’s letter to the Church of SARDIS

Read: Revelations: 3: 1-6, John 7:24, Matt 23: 26-28, Phil 3:16, Heb 5:11-14

BACKGROUND TO THE CHURCH OF SARDIS
Sardis was located in the centre of the Asia Minor churches in what we now know as Turkey. It was one of the great capital cities of the ancient world.
It was a wealthy city, but renowned for its slackness and apathy. Twice the city had been captured whilst the city slept as they took little regard for
their defence, thinking they were unassailable. The church was probably established by Paul on his third missionary journey around 55-60 AD.

THE CRITICISM: 3:1

Christ speaks to the church in Sardis. He knows they have a vibrant reputation, but “All that glitters is not gold”. Inside they were dead,much activity
but lacking true spirituality. The church in Sardis is not alone - we too can get caught up with programs and so called church life but be missing out on
an authentic walk with Christ. See Reveal project at Bill Hybels Willow Creek 2007 http://revealnow.com/story.asp?storyid=48
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THE COUNSEL: 3:2-3
Christ is clear with the church in Sardis - they are prone to apathy and need to revisit, rekindle, restore, rediscover, remember ... and repent. 5 specifics
are instructed — 1) Wake up 2) Strengthen what remains 3) Remember what you have received 4) Obey it and 5) Repent.
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THE COMMENDATION
To the loyal, to the faithful, to those who will respond, to those who overcome - there will be reward. They will established in purity and will be forever
in the Book of Life.

Questions to discuss:

1. Icebreaker: The city of Sardis had twice been captured whilst they were asleep! Can you share any circumstance or story in your life
where something has passed you by or caught you by surprise because you weren’t paying attention or were just a bit too laid back?

2. Jesus says “I know your deeds, you have a reputation for being alive, but you are dead!” What do you think the reputation of St Pauls
Church might be? In what areas might we be described as being “dead”?

3. The “Reveal Project” at Willow Creek was described by Bill Hybels as the biggest wake-up call of his adult life as they began to realise as a
church that they were not developing disciples to the extent that they had thought ... “We made the mistake of thinking participation in
all our activities would produce disciples of Christ.” Does this resonate with you in your experience?

4. Willow Creek learnt that they had to develop “self-feeders”. That is, to develop disciples that relied on the spiritual practices of prayer,
bible reading and relationships, rather than a group of people being spoon fed from church activities. What do you think of this? (See also
Hebrews 5:11-14). What do you think are the ways to, and the marks of true discipleship?

5. Jesus identifies 5 things for the Sardinians to do. Which ones of these do you think are most relevant to you?

6. Jesus ends by stating that those that overcome will have their names written in the “Book of Life”. Do you have a sense of assurance and
certainty that your name is indeed held dear by Christ or are you unsure and lacking confidence?




