St Paul’s Dorking Small Groups — Sunday 21st March 2010
Passiontide- New life

Read: Isaiah 43:16-21, Jeremiah 31:31-34, 2 Cor 5:17, 1 Peter 1:3, Rom 6: 4-8,

“SEE | AM DOING A NEW THING” Isaiah 43:19

This week we look at the nature and implications of the NEW LIFE that God offers those who are in Christ. At Easter time we often focus on Jesus’
great act of suffering and sacrifice through his shed blood on the cross. This week we take a fresh look at what this great act of salvation purchased
for us...New Life!

What New life is not;
e New life is NEW-it is not a slightly improved version of the old. Jesus did not come to introduce us to a new improved religion
e New Life is NEW-it is not just adding a bit of extra to an old life. Jesus did not come to turbo charge our holy strivings!
o New life is NEW- it is fundamental transformational change... “It’s life Jim...but not as we know it!”

So what is new life all about? This is a prevalent theme within the bible (see some of the passages above). “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation, the old has gone, the new has comeé¢. 5 areas will be explored:

A FRESH START

Drastic measures were required for a broken humanity and a broken world. You sometimes wonder whether
as God looked at his world he may have been tempted just to “turn it off and then turn it back on again!”

But instead he SO loved the world, he so desired that man be fully reconciled to himself, he so wanted

us to live the life that he always wanted us to have, that he gave himself in his Son (Jn 3:16).

The Easter watershed: We are familiar with the line in history that defines BC and AD, but it is more than
just a chronological divider, it is the watershed of mans’ history. Before Christ we were separated from God

but in Christ we are reconciled, forgiven and placed into his global family. (Roms 5:6-9). - ' _
The old is gone, the new has come: We often forget that in Christ we have a new beginning, the slate is wiped clean and a whole new life is given to us.
But too often we allow the old life, the old habits and the old ways to creep back in (Col 3: 7 and Ephs 4:20-24).
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A NEW PERSPECTIVE
It is quite a change to begin to live life alongside the creator of life itself. Prior to an encounter with Christ we live our lives only through our limited
perspective but when we live our lives under God’s rule and management we receive a whole new perspective, living life alongside the creator of life!

A NEW PURPOSE

Becoming a Christian has often been described by people as discovering the missing piece in their life. It is as if the jigsaw puzzle can’t be completed
and it’s story and picture is unclear until the last piece is in place, but when Christ enters our life the missing piece completes us and completes the
story of our lives. Instead of “making it up as we go along” we begin to sense for the 1*' time that a new story is being told and that our lives make
sense, we have a new meaning and a new sense of purpose. (see 1 Cor 2:9 and Ephs 2:10).

A NEW POWER

Becoming a Christian and receiving new life is not like receiving some new self help guide or a new “5 Step Program to Successful Living”. It’s about
walking in step, and in tune with the new life that God has planted within us. No longer are we trying to pull ourselves up by our own shoestrings —
willing ourselves to being better people, but it is about cultivating and relying on an inner strength and resource that God places within us through his
spirit. (see John 7:38 and Ephs 3:20).

A NEW COMMUNITY

Before Facebook was invented God had already come up with the idea of creating a global community connected not online but in Christ! Itis a
mystery, but there is something that resonates when one Christian meets another. Our common life in Christ goes beyond human interaction. (1 Pet
2:9-10).

Questions to discuss:

1. Icebreaker: What do you think of most when you think of Easter time?

2. God gives us in Christ NEW LIFE. However, we are often more inclined to regard this as the old life improved a bit. Furthermore many
Christians find that this new life places them under more guilt and higher expectations. What’s your experience of this?

3.  What do you understand by the Easter Watershed? Explore together how the bible contrasts between BC and AD.

4.  We are given a fresh start and the slate is wiped clean. But we often fall into 2 dangers. We either don’t really believe that the past has gone,
or we keep trying to push the reset button as we feel that the old life rears its ugly head too often in our current lives. What is your
experience of this?

5. Do we have a sense of walking our lives alongside the very creator of life? What is our experience of having a new perspective on life itself?

6. How can we discover ways to put this new life, new purpose and new power more centrally into our lives, rather than seeing our faith as a bit
of a bolt on?

7. We are not only rescued from our predicament from being cut off from God but we are related and placed into his family. Being part of
God’s global family and being connected to one another in Christ is a mystery. Share together your experience of this mystery and the
resonance you discover when you are with other Christians.




