
St Paul’s Dorking Small Groups: –Past Imperfect Future tense 
A study in Revelation 6 

Read: Revelation 6:1-17, Psalm 135:6, Deut 32:39, Ezekiel 14:12-23, Matt 24:4-13, Romans 8:28 
Today our passage addresses one of the great mysteries of faith and philosophy…How much does God control? 

 Is God behind everything- even all suffering and all tragedies and calamities whether personal or global? 
Psalm 135:6: “Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps.”  
Matthew 28:18: Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to ME.”  
The Bible presents us with a God who controls all the details of this life. He has all authority ”God is working his purpose out”  
But as we look at our passage we begin to ask …Is God in control even of evil forces? And if so – How can that be, and why would He do such a 
thing? These questions confront us in Revelation 6 – and indeed, in much of the rest of this book. Revelation pictures God as sovereign but in His 
sovereignty, He brings about destruction; he brings judgment and uses disasters and evil to somehow be working to a higher, bigger and more 
ǳƴŦŀǘƘƻƳŀōƭŜΧΦ ōǳǘ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ 
The Lamb Brings Destruction: 6:1-8 
As Revelation 6 opens, the Lamb has in His hand on the scroll or book, sealed with seven seals.  Note there is a common pattern. Note first that 
Jesus brings about this destruction. If Jesus had not been worthy to open the scroll, none of this would have happened. Sorrow and evil are 
occurring, under the authority of Jesus. For all authority in heaven and on earth is His. Second, note that the living creatures that say “ŎƻƳŜέ –are 
intermediate agents in bringing this destruction about. They are God’s servants – and they call the horses and riders. So Jesus and the living 
creatures are good: - yet they are also somehow ushering in destruction to the earth. (How can this be?) 
Note third that all four riders are indeed evil and bring calamity… the four horsemen of the apocalyptic… 
1) The first horse and rider seem to bring war; 2)The second horse and rider seem to bring civil strife;  3) The third horse and rider seem to bring 
scarcity: the prices mentioned are 8 to 16 times as high as normal for this time period. 4) The fourth horse and rider seems to bring death itself by 
extending the impact of the first 3 horses. 
The Lamb – and the good living creatures bring about this destruction through the evil actors, the four horsemen. How can this be? Why would 
Jesus bring in such destruction and be part of ushering in calamity? 
WHY…Because God is using this very destruction to refine His people and to usher in the summing up of all things in Christ and to work out his 
higher purposes. We understand the phrase to be “Cruel to be kind” - well that does NOT truly represent what is going on here but it does sort of 
point to the fact that God is in control, and has a higher purpose, even in bringing and allowing destruction.  
The Lamb Shows His Wrath: 6: 9-17 
The display of destruction after the first four seals is only partial. A fourth of mankind is killed through these various types of destruction. But what 
percentage of mankind will die by some means? 100%! Since everyone must die, this destruction is far from complete. Most that die during this 
time are not dying as a result of God’s judgment. The suffering seen during this period is not ultimate. It is not final.. But this suffering has served 
three purposes:  
1) A warning: to those who do evil;  2) A test of those who claim to be believers;  3) A refinement and a cleansing of those who are true believers.  
At the end, however, at the very end, the judgment of the Lamb is fully displayed. He rights all wrongs. He displays His perfect justice. This is the 
topic of the fifth to seventh seals. 
The fifth seal the prayers of the martyrs or witnesses:  
“When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had 
borne. “ They ask, “How long before you judge and avenge our blood?” Thus, they cry out for justice. They know that God’s justice is good. 
Does God answer the request of these martyrs? Yes. In answer to their plea, the Lamb opens the sixth seal. Judgment comes at long last. 
The Sixth Seal –the beginning of the end 
 The wrath of the Lamb is displayed –in a great earthquake, a blackened sky and the beginning of the great day….but commentators are very 
confused as to whether this represents the ultimate judgment or whether this is the beginning of the end or a flashback to the moment of Christ’s 
death and victory over death as the world darkened and the curtain in the temple was divided into two, or even the fall of the Roman Empire 
Conclusion 
How do we respond to such talk of God’s role in judgment and destruction? How do we respond to God’s justice? 
Are we confused by this apparent loving God wreaking such havoc on his created beings? Consider these verses that remind us… 
“For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you” (Ps 5:4).”God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn 1:5). 
God never does evil. He never tempts anyone to evil. But He does use and allow evil to accomplish His good purposes.  
He permits specific cases of evil, as sinful men do what they want to do. He arranges circumstances and changes their environment so that they 
fulfill His purposes. Thus, there is a hidden purpose behind everything that happens: God could have stopped any evil from happening. If He 
allows evil, it is as part of His wise, inscrutable purposes. We cannot, and in this life will not understand what those purposes are in detail – but He 
does tell us His overall, grand purposes: 
1) He is warning unbelievers. 2) He is bringing about justice.  3) He is perfecting the church for His glory. 4) He is completing the church – bringing 
in those from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 5) He is pointing to His Son –who purchased a way out of sin and judgment …but at 
the hands of the evil of false charges, petty jealousies and the love of 30 pieces of silver! 
RIGHT NOW!  God is in the process of completing His plan he is working his purposes out.  Right now – We are in turmoil, we face a tense future-
some would say the last days. Right now – God is calling us to be reconciled to him, and get with his plan and be a testimony to his love and mercy  
Right now – despite the impossibility of  understanding all God’s ways and means –he is calling us to trust him and be partners in his purposes 
 

 Questions to discuss:  

Icebreaker: Share the most calamitous event in your life! (Maybe being stuck in Toronto for a week due to a volcano ranks highly!)  

¶ What do we understand by, and how do we reconcile in our minds, that God is in control of everything? (Ps 135:6) 

¶ Do we think there is a purpose behind everything that happens? If so, how does that make us feel or act?( Rom 8:28) 

¶ Can you share a situation in your life where you have seen God’s purpose being worked out in surprising ways? 

¶ Some people, wrongly seize on any calamity and think it is God judging or punishing. However Hebrews 12 does indicate 
that God does discipline us. What do we think about God’s role in judgment or discipline of our lives? (Heb 12;1-12) 

¶ Revelation 6 is dramatic and truly apocalyptic. How should we respond to these difficult and challenging images? 
 

 


