Joshua

His life in summary: VENI, VIDI, VICI! ——
He came into leadership at a crucial time in the history of Israel VB“ i Vid i Vici
He followed on after his mentor Moses |

He saw with eyes of faith the promise, of the Promised Land Ea-

He focused on the bigger picture [ Ly ey fsco

He conquered through faithfulness, tenacity and obedience

He was faithful to the end- He served his King and his Kingdom

His calling ...

“Be strong and courageous, be car ef ddnottumfomitethe rght| t
or to the left that you may be successful whemeyou go. Do not beerrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord
your God wil/l be with yl®u wherever you go” Joshua 1
Joshua- His background (Hebrew: 1 éYiheshu®@rde&: ' ° ~, Arabic: 1 HTe 21 HY#I sCh B n ), dldi n

minor figure in the Torah, being one of the spies for Israel (Num 13-14) and in few passages as a 2 & Sséisfnt. He
turns to be the central character in the Book of Joshua. As seen in the books of Exodus, Numbers and Joshua, he
became the leader of the Israelite tribes after the death of Moses; his name was Hoshea the son of Nun, of the tribe
of Ephraim, but Moses called him Joshua, (Numbers 13:16) -the name by which he is commonly known.

He was one of the twelve spies of Israel sent by Moses to explore the land of Canaan. (Numbers 13:1-16) After the
death of Moses, he led the Israelite tribes in the conquest of Canaan, and allocated the land to the tribes. According
to biblical chronology Joshua lived between 1500¢1390 BCE, or sometime in the late Bronze Age. In Joshua 24:29, we
see that Joshua died at the age of 110.

Joshua and the Exodus

As Moses' apprentice, Joshua was an emerging leader in the events of the Exodus. He accompanied Moses part of
the way when he ascended Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments. (Exodus 32:17) He was one of the
twelve spies sent by Moses to explore and report on the land of Canaan (Numbers 13:16-17), and only he and Caleb
gave an encouraging report, a reward for which would be that only these two of the spies would enter the promised
land Numbers 14:5-9, 38)

"The Children of Israel Crossing the Jordan" by Gustave Doré (d. 1883) Joshua Commanding the Sun to Stand Still upon Gibeon by John Martin

He Conquered the land ¢starting with Jericho (Read: Joshua 6:1-5, 15-21)

The first part of the book of Joshua covers the period when he led the conquest of Canaan.

At the Jordan River, the waters parted, as they had for Moses at the Red Sea. The first battle after the crossing of the
Jordan was the Battle of Jericho. Joshua led the destruction of Jericho, then moved on to Ai, a small neighbouring
city to the west. However, they were defeated with thirty-six Israelite deaths. The defeat was attributed to Achan
stealing plunder for himself from Jericho; and was followed by Achan and his family and animals being stoned to
death to restore God's favour. Joshua then went to defeat Ai.
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He conquered the elements in defeating the alliance of Amortite Kings (Read Joshua 10: 9-15)

The Israelites faced an alliance of Amorite kings from Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon. At Gibeon

Joshua asked God to cause the sun and moon to stand still, so that he could finish the battle in daylight. This event is
most notable because "there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a
man: for the LORD fought ftaraet (@oshua 10:14) God also fought for the Israelites in this battle, for he hurled

huge hailstones from the sky which killed more Canaanites than those which the Israelites slaughtered. From there

on, Joshua was able to lead the Israelites to several victories, securing much of the land of Canaan.

Having conquered the land he brought lasting governance by allotting the lands to the 12 tribes

Joshua divided the newly conquered land of Canaan into parcels,
and assigned them to the Tribes of Israel by lot. The Book of Joshua
describes the parcels by giving landmarks along the borders, or in
some cases by listing the included cities.
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OF ISRAEL £l
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He was faithful to the end: (Read Joshua 24:14-15) L

# Benjamin

When he was "old and well advanced in years" Joshua convened the elders and chiefs of the Israelites and exhorted
them to have no fellowship with the native population because it could lead them to be unfaithful to God. At a
general assembly of the clans at Shechem, he took leave of the people, admonishing them to be loyal to their God,
who had been so mightily manifested in the midst of them.

OChoose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the river,
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living. Buii | & F¥2NJ YS | YR Yé K2dzaSK2

As a witness of their promise to serve God, Joshua set up a great stone under an oak by the sanctuary of God. Soon
afterward he died, at the age of 110, and was buried at Timnath Serah, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of
Mount Gaash’

Book of Joshua in summary (Hebrew: . _ * s h 0 s I @ & dsrthe sikth book in the Hebrew Bible and of the Old
Testament. Its 24 chapters tell of the entry into Canaan, its conquest and division under the leadership of Joshua,
and of serving God in the land.

Joshua forms part of the biblical history of the emergence of Israel which begins with the exodus of the Israelites
from slavery in Egypt, continues with their conquest of Canaan under their leader Joshua (the subject matter of the
book of Joshua), and culminates in Judges with the settlement of the tribes in the land. The book is structured in two
roughly equal parts, the story of the campaigns of the Israelites in central, southern and northern Canaan and their
destruction of their enemies, followed by the division of the conquered land among the twelve tribes; the two parts
are framed by set-piece speeches by God and Joshua commanding the conquest and at the end warning of the need
for faithful obedience of the Law (torah) revealed to Moses.
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Summary by section

Chapters 1-5 Preparation and conquest

The first 5 chapters of Joshua detail the preparation for the conquering of the Land.

Chapter 1
God®& word to Joshua in Joshua 1: 5- 9 has been a source of strength and encouragement to thousands of Christians
over the centuries. These verses lay the foundation for Joshua® success and indeed ours.

Chapter 2

Rahab hiding the spies and receiving instructions to mark her house with a scarlet (brilliant red) cord is often used an
analogy to us about the blood of Jesus and the enormous role it plays in our salvation and protection. The Israelites
marked their doorpost with blood when God delivered them from Egypt. Rahab was doing a similar thing.

Chapter 3

The crossing of the river Jordan in Chapter 3 is another very significant event. It mirrors Israel& deliverance from
Egypt when they crossed the Red sea. Again it is a beautiful picture of salvation. God takes us out of the world to
bring us into His promises. It is a timely reminder to all of us not to get stuck in the wilderness.

Chapter 4

The memorial stones taken from the river Jordan, as ordered by God, to remind the Israelites of their deliverance is a
vital lesson we should all learn in chapter 4. Never forget the goodness of God. The things we forget can get us into
trouble. Anytime Israel forgot the goodness of God they always went back into sin and idol worship. Do we keep
stones of remembrance in our life?

Chapter 5

Chapter 5 brings us to the height of the Israelites preparation. Here Joshua comes face to face with the Commander
of God& army. Despite everything that Joshua had received he still needed this spiritual warrior to lead him into
battle. Let us learn never to place our confidence in our own spirituality. God fights for us. He equips us to follow
him. Yet it is He who works through us to bring the victory.

We would do ourselves a great benefit to study and learn from Joshua. He was a success right to the end. He never
fell. The first five chapters of Joshua tell us the secret of his success. Learn from them, as they will help you through
the battles of life.

Chapters 6 - 13: The main battles and conquest of the land

Chapter6-8

Jericho was the first city to fall. All the spoil were taken into the house of the Lord. Only Rahab was spared. However
greed got the better of Achan and he kept some of the garments, silver and gold for himself. His sin led to the defeat
of Israel when they went to attack the city of Ai. This was Israel first mistake. Achan sin was exposed and he faced
the judgement, suffering a horrible fate. Ai was eventually defeated.

Chapter 9

Israel® second mistake is when they made a treaty with the Gibeonities. The Gibeonities deceived the Israelites into
thinking they lived far away and were not part of the land of Cannan. Without consulting God, Israel made a treaty
never to attack them. Something they lived to regret.

Chapters 10 - 12

The battle for Jerusalem, which also involved the king of Hebron, King of Jarmuth, King of Lachish and the king of
Eglon is a fascinating and revealing story. This is where Joshua commanded the sun to stand still in order to aid him
in winning the battle. Chapters 9 and 10 contain the details.



Chapter 13- 24: dividing and settling in the land

Chapters13 - 20

With the land conquered Joshua goes about dividing the land among the tribes of Israel.Six cities of refuge were also
allocated for those who are awaiting judgement after committing a crime. An offender who made his way to that
city was given a refuge from the consequences of his or her sin until proper investigation and judgement could be
carried out.

Chapters 21 - 24

A misunderstanding between the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh on one side and the rest of
Israel on the other nearly lead to a civil war. Read the full account in chapter 22. How often have misunderstandings
led to break ups and civil wars in the church these days.

Conclusion

The book of Joshua is an excellent book in bringing us understanding in spiritual warfare and how to prosper in the
will of God. To prosper for Joshua did not mean making a lot of money but to accomplish everything God had in
store for him.



