WORK OUT: wed 16™ December 2009

conflict of interest - can we serve two masters?

>

A Conflict of Interest?

Jesus warned us that we will face a conflict of interest ...
“No one can serve two masters ... either he will hate one and love the other!” (Matt 6:24)

e We all have experienced the tension between one boss and the other, but it is usually subtle and
stealth-like (it creeps up on you!) rather than it being obvious and in your face!

We experience conflicting priorities, values, interests, and demands.
One boss is very tangible and demanding...the other boss is less tangible but more demanding!

e We deal with this by putting our lives into compartments:-

e Even though we know in our heads that ALL of life is a gift of God, and that “whatever we do” and
whenever we use our God given personalities, gifts and capabilities we are living the life that God has
given us, we are still inclined to see “Worship” and “Work” in conflict!

Reclaiming total life perspective

e We need to consistently refresh our perspective - “we take up our cross daily” and we need to pay
attention to an integrated life view (what we seek, what we are, what we decide - aligned!)

Ingegrated?




e We need to find ways and means to help us re-calibrate priorities and find space:-

LOQ& GAYS theRakeover]! Bxtrads €t WlRIBIER by Rob Bell)

0 | realised that my life was all about keeping the adrenaline buzz going and that | was only happy
when | was going all the time. When | stopped | realised how much my life all about “earning”.
So | determined to re-discover “Sabbath”, the day when | rest in the knowledge of God’s
kingship of my life.

0 Sabbath is taking a day a week to remind myself that | did not make the world and that it will
continue to exist without my efforts.

0 Sabbath is a day when my work is done, even if isn’t!

0 Sabbath is a day when | am fully available to myself, and those | love most.

0 Sabbath is a day when | produce nothing.

0 Sabbath is a day when | remind myself that | am not a machine.

0 Sabbath is a day when “ | didn’t do anything today” and | don’t add “And so | feel guilty”.

0 Sabbath is a day when my phone is turned off, | don’t check my email and you can’t get hold of
me!”

0 Sabbath is about reclaiming, recalibrating, and refreshing a sense of God’s kingdom in my life.

Some Questions:

0 In what ways do you experience this “conflict of interest most? Do you find it subtle and stealth-
like, or is it something you are faced with more aggressively?

0 Share together how you might find ways and means to take over the takeover! How can we re-
calibrate our priorities and get a refreshed right perspective on our lives?



