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Oasis India is one of St Paul’s mission partners, after
members of the church family visited them in early 2020 see India visit impressions. We bring you this report of their
work, as India is stricken with the effects of COVID-19.
India is in the midst of a terrible war. A war against a highly transmissible strain
of COVID-19. On 14 May, over 4,000 people died from the virus in India for the
third day in a row. Most states have imposed full or partial lockdowns. Terrible
media images have reached us of families mourning their dead and bodies
washing up in the Ganges as crematoriums are overwhelmed and wood for
funeral pyres is in short supply. More than 24 million people have been
infected in India since the pandemic hit over a year ago, with over 262,000
people dead. The true figures are thought to be much higher, with the lack of
access to tests and treatment meaning that many cases go unrecorded.
While India is the world's largest vaccine producer, demand has led to
dwindling stock, and vaccinations have slowed. As of 14 May, India had fully
vaccinated over 39.4 million people, which sounds a lot, but represents around
2.9% of the population. The government has promised to accelerate the rate of
vaccinations in the coming months.
The Oasis team writes the following:
As we grapple with this pandemic, we have come to realise that the most
affected are those from low income families. As the scale of this crisis has left
them in the lurch, we are responding on the ground with aid for these families
and those working in the informal sector.
Problems that families are facing due to COVID-19:



Casual workers and those without jobs are in debt.
Not enough supplies to sustain them.
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 No protective masks or hand sanitisers.
 No bank accounts to access government aided entitlements.
 30—40% of slum dwellers across cities where we work do not have ration

cards.
 In Chittoor, 80-100 migrants are stranded in a Government relief camp.
 Post-lockdown sustenance poses a threat.

Our financial contributions from St Paul's will:
 Support the families of







those such as
construction workers,
housemaids, and
roadside vendors with
three months of food
rations.
Provide hygiene kits like
masks and soap.
Provide recharge packs
for mobile phones of
migrant individuals.
Provide medicine for
those sick in the slum areas we work in.
Help to purchase fabric for producing masks by the women in our tailoring
and self-help projects.

St Paul’s supports OASIS Mumbai financially with £4,500 pa, and we are
sending an additional £600 for them to respond to the COVID-19 crisis in the
areas they serve.
For more information, see Oasis India – Oasis Global
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PLEASE PRAY





For health, safety and wisdom for the Oasis workers
For medical personnel dealing with the pandemic in all parts of India
For the availability and take-up of vaccines in India
For families impacted by Covid-19 by the virus itself, by unemployment
or homelessness.
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Update from New Hope Children’s
Home in Kenya
"Thank you so much St Paul’s for your
continued support of New Hope, we are
truly thankful" writes Anne.

God has continued to bless the work of
A NNE ( FOUNDER AND CEO) AND SOME New Hope over the last few months
enabling them to provide love and care
OF HER WORKERS
for the children, including welcoming
more abandoned children. They are also thankful for God’s protection from
COVID-19, despite the number of cases rising in
Kenya during recent months.
Oakridge Primary School has now received its
official registration with the government, which is
great news. The school has a new head teacher who
brings his experience from years of working in
government schools. End of primary and secondary
exams took place in March and some children
scored well, such as twins Isaac and Emmanuel, who
were brought to New Hope as babies along with
their two older sisters after their mum sadly passed
after giving birth.

A NNE WITH I SAAC AND
EMMANUEL

New Hope has been
celebrating other students who have completed
their diplomas and degrees: Hannah succeeded in
her degree as a High School Teacher, Ibrahim
completed his diploma in Clinical Medicine and
Surgery, and Rose graduated with a diploma in
Orthopaedic and Trauma medicine. It certainly
brings joy to Anne and the team to see the fruits of
some of their work.
H ANNAH G RADUATES!
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Anne is also grateful for her team that
support the work on a day to day basis, as
well those who oversee the work. They
have recently gone through a process of
strategic review and have come up with a
plan for the next five years. Resuming
bible studies with staff after COVID-19
restrictions has also been a joy.

Please continue to pray for all of the work
and especially for baby Jayden, who has faced a lot of medical problems since
he was brought to New Hope. Thankfully, he is now out of hospital. There is
also a shortage of Antiretroviral Drugs (ARVS), which help the children New
Hope care for who have HIV.

With the deepening conflict in the Holy Land, we include this request for
prayer and statement from The Most Reverend Hosam E. Naoum, newly
appointed Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem. The Archbishop of Canterbury
has tweeted his support of this statement.
Bishop Hosam Naoum asks those within the Anglican Communion and all of
Christendom to join with him in offering the following prayer:
Almighty and Everlasting God: Our days are in your hands; we lift up
all those in the Holy Land who are victims of violence and injustice,
that you might empower your Church to bring healing to the
wounded, relief to the suffering, and comfort to those who mourn; we pray also
that you would soften the hearts of all those involved in the recent conflicts,
that they would be led to work for justice and lasting peace in the land where
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ first came to bring hope and abundant life to all
people; these things we ask in his Holy Name. Amen
While, at the time of writing, a ceasefire has been brokered by Egypt, it
appears to be fragile, making this prayer very pertinent.
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COVID-19 We showed in March vaccination progress in the
countries in which our mission partners work. Below we
update vaccination progress – note these figures relate to
individual jabs, so where two doses of the vaccine have
been given per person, numbers could rise above 100.
Figures taken from BBC News update
Worldwide

Vaccinations per 100 as at 22 May 2021
20.4

Number of doses
1,590,731,528

UK

87.6

58,489,834

France

45.7

30,883,216

India

13.6

187,886,885

Peru

8.47

2,799,717

Kenya

1.76

948,980

Syria

0.014

2,500

We are delighted to let you know that Carlton Beasley has joined our team.
For information about any of the above, please contact St Paul’s World Church Team:
Karen Wheatley, Carlton Beasley, Annabel Blanch, Sally Hulbert, Jonathan Papworth,
Elizabeth Shaw and Sue Swain-Fossey worldchurch@stpaulsdorking.org.uk
More information about our Mission Partners:
A Rocha - Dave Bookless; Kailean and Kim Khongsai;
Centre de la Réconciliation - Lille; New Hope Children's Centre - Kenya;
Jenny and Stuart O; Oasis, Mumbai - India; Open Doors - Syria;
Penny and Juan Carlos Marcés - Peru

