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Stuart and Jenny O, living
in UK but working
worldwide £3,450

A Rocha
Dave Bookless (global)
Kailean Khongsai (UK) £4,600

Open Doors Syria
£4,600
Juan Carlos and
Penny Marcés
Peru £4,600

Oasis Mumbai
India £4,600
Centre de la
Réconciliation
Lille £4,600

New Hope
Children’s Home
Kenya £4,600

Catching Compassion
Compassion UK focusses on caring for children around the world
who are trapped in poverty. Their approach is personal: linking
each child with one sponsor whose financial and pastoral support gives that child hope, the
sense of being cared for, and the chance of a better future. In turn, the sponsor has the
pleasure of communicating with the child, watching that child grow in confidence on their
journey through childhood.
We know that a number of you support children through Compassion in various countries,
and some of you have being doing so for a significant amount of time. Tobi Stathers,
C HILDREN RECEIVE BIBLES AT A
Regional Partnerships Manager at Compassion, has kindly put together a short video
COMPASSION SATURDAY CLUB
thanking you for your support and sending words of encouragement highlighting how you
IN KENYA
are making a real difference to the children you support, particularly in the current
COVID-19 climate with all the additional complications the virus has brought. Knowing someone cares for them in
difficult times makes a world of difference to the children.
Please watch Tobi's Compassion Message. We would love to get those of you who are involved together to talk
about the children you support through Compassion, encourage one another, and discuss how to make the most of
sponsoring a child. We would also love to hear from anyone else who sponsors children through other organisations,
or from anyone interested in finding out more and potentially sponsoring a child – please contact
worldchurch@stpaulsdorking.org.uk so that we can get you together!
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News from our partners in Lille including a new French law
L'Ecole sans Frontières in Lille, where volunteers teach 14–17-year-old refugees, has picked
up again following the worst of the pandemic, and now has a new director. Around 100
young refugees who arrived during the last year were not eligible
for state education because they arrived without the necessary paperwork. The classes
aim to prepare them, so that at the beginning of the next academic year, they may
integrate into mainstream education, either when their papers are processed, or while
they are still awaiting recognition. We have heard much in recent months about the
adverse impact of our own children missing significant chunks of school and of the benefits
of in-person teaching. For these young migrants, the importance of getting foundational
educational skills established as soon as possible is even more vital to enable them to take
their place in society.
Father, we thank you for those who give their time and skills to teach the young refugees in Lille. Please
give them wisdom and joy as they work, and may they also have opportunities to share truth and Christian
testimony with their students.
In 2021, a new law was passed in France with the goal of making France safer. Whilst it was
intended as a response to religious extremism, there has been some collateral impact
affecting evangelical churches in France. All evangelical churches are subject to new
restrictions, controls and monitoring. They are required to register their existence with the
local government every 5 years to continue to exist, could be closed down without any legal
hearing, and are subject to heavy financial scrutiny and declaration of foreign income over
EUR10k. From 2024, there will be many restrictions to home-schooling – only allowable for
certain medical concerns for the child, or remoteness of the domicile etc.
These measures have rallied a broad range of French evangelicals to work together to represent themselves to the
law-makers while the law was being passed last year, and to support each other as the law’s impact unfolds into
everyday life for these believers.
Father, we pray for our brothers and sisters in France who are subject to new legal restrictions in their
expression of faith. May they derive their hope from You, work together in unity with all believers and be
exemplary and Spirit-filled citizens.

Wolf Fields Visit Saturday 26th March!
Join members of the WCT on a visit to this Urban Nature
Reserve in Southall run by Kailean and Kim, our mission
partners through the Christian conservation organisation
A Rocha UK.
The reserve is a peaceful Christian focussed space in a multi-racial and multi-faith area, where inclusivity is
paramount. There will be something for everyone, including children during this visit. For the more energetic
amongst us, there will be some fruit trees to be planted in the expanding orchard. For details of what to expect, see
the report of our recent visit in WC Newsletter Nov21
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News from Penny and Juan Carlos Marcés in Lima, Peru
This Christmas we COULD (and DID!) meet in Church on Christmas Day – with the
protocol of vaccination carnet, face covering, social distancing etc. It was wonderful
to have two children there with their parents, who would not consider themselves
churchgoers, but have been accompanying their children.
Children in the Diocese had a treat this year. A gift was
sent to buy presents for them all. Penny distributed the funds to children in the groups
and is now compiling reports for the donors. For some children this was the only present
they received, reflecting the difficult economic situation Peru still faces, together with the
political instability, which has led to devaluation and inflation. Juan Carlos led the
Christmas Box project via the Cathedral, and with these gifts, each child is also given the
booklet “What is Christmas?” explaining that the greatest gift is Jesus.
The communal kitchens are still a huge help to many. We give thanks for the funding that has
been provided to support some of these communal kitchens. The two we are involved with in the
El Nazareno area have just had their turn receiving two months´ aid from a supermarket chain.
Each week they have collected whatever is offered – basically what the supermarket cannot sell.
Children are now on their main school holidays. For so many, the online schooling which has
been the only education on offer, has simply not worked. Lack of technology, of parental
encouragement, or simply lack of drive, has led to thousands of children losing two complete
years of education – some eight-year-olds are still unable to distinguish vowels. Penny has been leading a group and
progress is slowly being made. She did succeed in getting one reading, which happily encouraged his mum to persist
in helping him herself. It is anticipated that schooling will return partly in-person in March when the school year
begins. COVID deaths are certainly down, and vaccinations have been widely taken up. Infection rates however, have
risen, though many have never had a test, which mostly must be paid for. As for the COVID “orphan pension”, the
only eligible family we know has just received it after waiting a year. Very few fireworks this new year – someone
suggested “too many people have lost too many loved ones to celebrate”. The beach closures over the weekend
certainly affected New Year´s Day plans – the previous weekend, crowds broke through the barriers and flooded the
beaches, but during the New Year weekend the army controlled them.
Please pray for Juan Carlos’ responsibilities in the Cathedral (Dean, and in charge of Spanish speaking group)
and his Diocesan responsibilities
Penny: Pray for her Lay rector’s responsibilities in Jesús el Nazareno and children´s ministry in the Diocese.
 The full version of this newsletter can be read on Marcés News Jan 2022
 Penny suggests you listen to this recent BBC podcast about the thousands of children in Peru who have
lost parents to COVID-19 Crossing Continents - Peru's left behind children - BBC Sounds

For information about any of the above, please contact St Paul’s World Church Team: Karen Wheatley, Carlton
Beasley, Annabel Blanch, Sally Hulbert, Jonathan Papworth, Elizabeth Shaw and Sue Swain-Fossey
worldchurch@stpaulsdorking.org.uk
More information about our Mission Partners:
A Rocha - Dave Bookless; Kailean and Kim Khongsai;
Centre de la Réconciliation - Lille; New Hope Children's Centre - Kenya;
Jenny and Stuart O; Oasis, Mumbai - India; Open Doors - Syria;
Penny and Juan Carlos Marcés - Peru

